
July 11, 2019

Hi Fellow Friends of Felines : 

Thank you for signing our petition to Naomi Kelly, SF City Administrator. We are sorry to say 
that, currently, there are no visible, positive results to report, however, we will continue to take 
action!

After the SF cat community presented our case and many volunteers testified before the Animal 
Control & Welfare Commission (ACWC) on June 20, 2019, the Commissioners sent a letter to Dr. 
Scarlett (SF SPCA) and Director Donohue (SF ACC). (Click here to read the letter.)

In this letter, the Commissioners urged Dr. Scarlett and Director Donohue to keep the former 
queens/kittens policy in place until they have data in place to support any change, as well as
an outline of milestones and intended outcomes for that change. Sadly, the recommendation to 
keep the policy in place has been met with silence; there has been no visible change in the 
behavior of SF ACC or SF SPCA in regards to homeless cats and kittens. Volunteer trappers have 
been contacted about calls regarding mobile kittens, but not calls regarding queens with nursing 
kittens.

Both SF ACC and SF SPCA are now treating scared or shy homeless cats as feral cats and 
determining Trap/Neuter/Return (TNR) to be the appropriate outcome for them. Further, they 
have reduced the kitten fostering and socialization programs. Without proper assessment and 
regardless of their actual age or ability to be socialized, they are treating scared or shy kittens 
as feral and old enough for TNR.

This is tragic for young, lost or abandoned cats and kittens who are frightened upon entering the
shelter and who are incapable of surviving outside. The average life-span of an adult cat is 13-18
years in a home, 5 years in a managed colony, and 2 years on their own. The survival rate for 
kittens in the wild may be as low as 25% (see AVMA study).

Experienced volunteers, many of whom have worked with the SF SPCA for many years, have 
been "fired" in retaliation by SF SPCA for disagreeing and speaking out about this new policy. 
This has happened passively, by dropping them from email lists, not connecting them with 
residents reporting kittens, and ignoring their calls and emails. This has also happened explicitly 
with a formal letter from the SF SPCA's lawyer. Several have been warned not to speak publicly 
about this. This is why we are contacting you now.

The next ACWC meeting is Thursday, July 18, 2019, 5:30pm at San Francisco City Hall Room 
408. We need to fill the house yet again to speak up for some of San Francisco’s most 
vulnerable animals! Please spread the word.

As this topic is on the agenda, the commission will hear a presentation on the topic, ask some 
questions, and then call for public comments. They often limit each person's comment to 1-3 
minutes, depending on how many people line up.

If you weren't able to attend the first meeting on June 20th , there is a video available.
Thank you for caring! Click here for other Actions to Take.

Please contact us at sfanimalsvoice@gmail.com if you would like to become more involved.

Regards,
SF Animals Voice


